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HONORING BERINGER VINEYARDS 

HON. MIKE THOMPSON 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, April 21, 2016 

Mr. THOMPSON of California. Mr. Speaker, 
I rise today to honor Beringer Vineyards, 
which today celebrates its first annual Found-
ers Day ceremony, commemorating the vine-
yard’s founding in 1876 and 140 years of con-
tinuous operation. The success of Beringer is 
of particular importance to me, as I worked as 
a maintenance supervisor at Beringer after re-
turning from serving in Vietnam. 

Since the winery began operations in 1876 
under founders Frederick and Jacob Beringer, 
it has not missed a harvest or wine vintage, 
making Beringer California’s longest contin-
ually operating winery. In another contribution 
to the history of St. Helena, the founding 
brothers planted the now-famous tunnel of elm 
trees along Main Street shortly after Beringer 
Vineyard’s founding. Beringer Vineyards be-
came the first California winery to offer visitors 
tours in 1934 after the repeal of Prohibition, 
contributing to the influx of visitors to Napa 
Valley. The winery was named a State Histor-
ical Landmark in 1967, and the Rhine House 
was listed on the National Register of Historic 
Places in 1972. 

During its long history, Beringer has earned 
numerous accolades among wine profes-
sionals. It is the only winery to win the ‘Wine 
of the Year’ from Wine Spectator for both a 
red and a white wine, the 1986 Private Re-
serve Cabernet Sauvignon and the 1994 Pri-
vate Reserve Chardonnay. Indeed, Beringer 
has had more placements on the Wine Spec-
tator’s Top 100 list than any other winery in 
the world. In a further testament to the 
winery’s longevity and quality, from 1988 to 
March 2016, Beringer earned 450 90 plus 
scores in premiere wine scoring publications. 

Mr. Speaker, Beringer Vineyards has been 
a resolute leader of the California wine indus-
try for 140 years. It is truly a Napa Valley insti-
tution, and its success has brought acclaim to 
Napa Valley growers and winemakers. There-
fore, it is fitting and proper that we honor 
Beringer Vineyards here today. 
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TRIBUTE TO EMILY MCDERMOTT 

HON. DAVID YOUNG 
OF IOWA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, April 21, 2016 

Mr. YOUNG of Iowa. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize and congratulate Emily 
McDermott of Atlantic, Iowa, for receiving the 
coveted Iowa Future Farmers of America De-
gree. The prestigious award is the highest 
award presented by the Iowa FFA Association. 
Emily is a member of the Atlantic FFA Chap-
ter. 

Emily said that winning this award is a great 
achievement because her father also won the 
award. She said, ‘‘I did something that my 
Dad did. I lived up to it.’’ Emily said one of the 
things she enjoys most about being a member 
of the local FFA Chapter is the people she 
meets. They are so ‘‘enthusiastic and just fun 
to be around.’’ Emily plans to pursue a career 
in agriculture. She has been an active mem-

ber in the Atlantic FFA Chapter, exhibited live-
stock, and participated in numerous activities 
and contests as a member of her local FFA 
Chapter. 

Mr. Speaker, I applaud and congratulate 
Emily for earning this award. She is a shining 
example of how hard work, determination, and 
dedication can help you reach your goals. It is 
with great pride that I recognize her today. I 
ask that my colleagues in the United States 
House of Representatives join me in honoring 
her accomplishments and in wishing her noth-
ing but continued success in her future en-
deavors in agriculture. 
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MONTH OF THE MILITARY CHILD 

HON. KAREN BASS 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, April 21, 2016 

Ms. BASS. Mr. Speaker, brave Americans 
from every walk of life have demonstrated 
their courage and commitment to freedom by 
serving in the Armed Forces of the United 
States of America. Many of those military per-
sonnel are parents whose children make sig-
nificant sacrifices, too. The average child in a 
military family will move six to nine times dur-
ing a school career, three times more fre-
quently than non-military families. 

During deployments, military children face 
separation and loss, and they face the joys 
and the challenges of reunification when de-
ployments end. If a parent suffers an injury, 
the military child must also adapt to the new 
reality of that parent’s limitations. Some mili-
tary-connected children end up in the foster 
care system, bringing with them particular 
needs and circumstances. And if a parent is 
killed, the child’s life is changed forever. 

In recognition of this, April has been des-
ignated as the Month of the Military Child. Ac-
cording to the Department of Defense, 1.88 
million children have parents in the active duty 
or reserve branches of the military, and many 
more children have parents who are veterans. 
Los Angeles is home to the highest population 
of military veterans in California. 

On Sunday, April 17, Los Angeles Veterans 
Collaborative—Families & Children Working 
Group will hold their 3rd annual celebration of 
this occasion at the Los Angeles Public Li-
brary. Organized under the auspices of the 
USC Center for Innovation and Research on 
Veterans and Military Families in my district, 
their work offers an opportunity for us to ap-
plaud these children’s strength and resilience, 
and to honor their unique contributions and 
sacrifices. 

I salute military children and all of the par-
ents, family members, friends, professionals 
and organizations who support them. 
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HONORING BRETT CHRISTIAN 
MASON 

HON. SAM GRAVES 
OF MISSOURI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, April 21, 2016 

Mr. GRAVES of Missouri. Mr. Speaker, I 
proudly pause to recognize Brett Christian 
Mason. Brett is a very special young man who 

has exemplified the finest qualities of citizen-
ship and leadership by taking an active part in 
the Boy Scouts of America, Troop 247, and 
earning the most prestigious award of Eagle 
Scout. 

Brett has been very active with his troop, 
participating in many scout activities. Over the 
many years Brett has been involved with 
scouting, he has not only earned numerous 
merit badges, but also the respect of his fam-
ily, peers, and community. Most notably, Brett 
has earned the rank of Firebuilder in the Tribe 
of Mic-O-Say and become a Ordeal member 
of the Order of the Arrow. Brett has also con-
tributed to his community through his Eagle 
Scout project. Brett constructed two benches 
for a sitting area in the foyer at Gracemor 
Christian Church in Kansas City, Missouri. 

Mr. Speaker, I proudly ask you to join me in 
commending Brett Christian Mason for his ac-
complishments with the Boy Scouts of Amer-
ica and for his efforts put forth in achieving the 
highest distinction of Eagle Scout. 
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NATIONAL ACADEMY OF FUTURE 
PHYSICIANS AND MEDICAL SCI-
ENTISTS—ARYAN SINGH 

HON. PETE OLSON 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, April 21, 2016 

Mr. OLSON. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
congratulate Aryan Singh from Katy, TX for 
being accepted into the National Academy of 
Future Physicians and Medical Scientists to 
represent the state of Texas at the Congress 
of Future Medical Leaders. 

Aryan is one of eight high school honor stu-
dents selected from the Twenty-Second Con-
gressional District of Texas. These students 
were selected as Texas delegates at the Con-
gress of Future Medical Leaders, a program 
for high school students to be recognized for 
their hard work in school and supported to 
continually strive toward their aspirations of 
working in the medical field. The National 
Academy was founded by Richard Rossi and 
Dr. Robert Darling; Mr. Rossi currently serves 
as president. The Congress is being held at 
the Tsongas Center at the University of Mas-
sachusetts, Lowell from June 25th through the 
27th. Aryan was selected by a group of edu-
cators to be a delegate for the Congress be-
cause of his dedication to his academic suc-
cess and goals of pursuing a medical science. 
We are proud of Aryan and all of his hard 
work, and know he will make Katy proud. 

On behalf of the Twenty-Second Congres-
sional District of Texas, congratulations again 
to Aryan for being accepted into the National 
Academy of Future Physicians and Medical 
Scientists. Keep up the great work. 

f 

THE POSITIVE ASPECTS OF THE 
U.S.-MEXICO AND U.S.-CANADA 
BORDER 

HON. RUBÉN HINOJOSA 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, April 21, 2016 

Mr. HINOJOSA. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
speak about a topic very near and dear to my 
heart: My home of Deep South Texas. 
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